Exam #3 

· Answer all the questions below in substantially-studied, well-considered, neatly-organized and grammatically flawless sentences that constitute a couple of, or a few, paragraphs, depending on the scope and structure of the question. Answer all these questions clearly and coherently, as if you were writing a mini-essay. As it is a take-home exam, compositional fineness and citational precision are required. Try not to ramble. Try and be as concise as possible, while being informative. Trim all the unnecessary fat, as much as possible; fill the page only with essential and necessary words that are carefully chosen and edited.
· Your answer to each numbered question should be no less than 500 words and no more than 800 words: approximately 1.5 to 3 pages, double-spaced. Do not copy or repeat the question verbatim, partly or wholly: they are not your words, and they are not part of 500+ word count. Do not "pad" the text, either, with redundant or superficial notes. Page fillers will not be simply ignored but noted negatively.   
· In all cases, make sure you cite relevant passages from the designated primary text (reading material listed in the syllabus) incisively and informatively. The more specific, the better.

· Submit by deadline a hard copy of word-processed text. No email submission is accepted.   

1. Compare and discuss the ontological philosophy of Parmenides and Heraclitus, while drawing a few examples from the fragments of each thinker; if you can add a few of your own formulations and could do that well enough, you will earn some bonus point. When commenting on the fragments, you must be able to demonstrate both the coherence and the creativity of your understanding.     
2. "Let it be." Life happens in a vastly complex network of differences and repetitions, or differences in repetition. Explain the meanings and significance of a set of Buddhist terms such as Samsara, Compassion, Karma, Reincarnation and Nirvana by relating them  to any specific examples/symbolisms you encountered in the movie, or to examples from everyday life. Be specific and precise as possible. And spell out any Buddhist insights you have found useful, compelling or problematic while watching the movie and conducting your own independent study. You must also demonstrate some minimal evidence of theoretical learning.   
3. Simone de Beauvoir, in the Second Sex (1949), seeks to establish the point that woman throughout human history has been defined as the "other." On a fundamental level, de Beauvoir's thought touches on the social ontology of womanhood or, more generally, sexed beings. Explain the key thesis and ideas of the introduction to the Second Sex, especially around the concept, "the Other," and evaluate her argument. 
