Harrison Levy
Political Philosophy

Notes for 9/29, Power over the Body

Bill’s Presentation:

4 ways to Discipline a Person:

(1) Enclosure (i.e. jail, classroom, barracks)

(2) Partitioning (i.e. split up groups, cell block, class, ect)

(3) Functional Site (i.e. certain area to be evaluated as a group and individual)

(4) Rank (i.e. classification)

5 ways to Control Discipline Activity:

(1) Time table or schedule

(2) Written or explained program

(3) Coordination by gesture

(4) Define relationship with object/tool

(5) Exhaustive use or practice

Hegel: -believed that people were controlled by “spirit”-“geist”


-collective roles give birth to totalitarianism


-fear of death forces this tension between master and slave

Nietzsche: -people struggle to obtain power


      -slave mentality of following the rules, is seen as being “good”

Miller:   -Freedom: (1) External-guaranteed rights


                   (2) Internal- individual decisions


-there is a difference between the two freedoms because being oppressed or 
offended is opinion based

Lecture Notes:

-if you don’t have the power to speak, it doesn’t matter why or how you get power, it is useless

-there becomes a point when the body becomes a machine (i.e. beginning smoking, it takes a while for this action to become habitual and machine like, now you don’t think or act because you were made to do so, you just do)

-there might be a will that resists power, but the body may outgrow its confines and grow into a monster (i.e. the internet)

Hegel:  Geist, spirit-------(Master




         Slave     --( MACHINE




         Dialectic 

-there seems to be an ongoing change in position: Slave( Master ( Slave 

-the thought of origin is different, but has a sense of truth


-i.e. you are made to feel stupid by society if you or your opinion strays from the “idea” of the origin, and this concept reveals the power structure

How is a Soldier Made?

-a soldier is a fragment of mobile space before he acquires the ideals of a soldier


“By the late 18th century, the soldier has become something that can be made;...” –Foucault135


“in short, one has got rid of the peasant and given him the ‘air of a soldier’” 135

Machine becomes the measure of man 

